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FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


MARRIAGES. 

I  officiated  at  eighteen  during  tlie  year. 

BAPTISMS. 

I  baptized  fourteen  infants  and  three  adults ) 
making  seventeen  in  all. 

FUNERALS. 

Of  these  there  have  been  sixteen  in  all; 
twelve  adults  and  four  children. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 

On  Sunday  evening,  February  26th,  the  Ft. 
Rev.  Wm.  B.  Stevens,  D.D.,  confirmed  the 
following  named  persons : 

William  L.  Bull,  Mary  Pearsall, 

Henry  Williams,  Anna  Bull, 

Elizabeth  Speakman,  Emily  R.  Miller, 

Margery  A.  King,  Ella  J.  Dobbins, 

Emma  J.  Bailey. 

During  the  year  one  of  our  communicants 
has  died,  four  have  removed,  making  a  loss  of 
five.  Thirteen  have  been  received,  four  from 
other  churches,  and  nine  on  profession  of  their 
faith  in  Christ. 

1- 


EEPOET  or  THE  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION. 


Alexander  Kirkpatrick,  Superintendent. 

Miss  A.  C.  Bisbing,  Secretary. 

Albert  C.  Abrams,  Treasurer. 

James  A.  Kirkpatrick,  Librarian. 

Reuben  Griffith,  Assistant  Lihrarmn. 

This  Association  now  meets  on  the  second  Mon¬ 
day  in  January,  April,  July,  and  October,  for  busi¬ 
ness  purposes,  and  on  every  Friday  evening  as  a 
Bible-class.  It  has  on  its  roll  6  honorary,  GO  con¬ 
tributing,  and  39  active  members. 

In  the  Sunday-school  we  have 

1  Superintendent, 

2  Librarians, 

7  Male  Teachers, 

26  Female  Teachers, 

68  Boys  in  Intermediate  School, 

116  Girls  ‘‘  ‘‘ 

8  In  Male  Bible-class, 

27  In  Female  Bible-classes, 

43  Boys  in  Infant  School, 

50  Girls  '  “ 

Making  a  total  of  36  officers  and  teachers  and  312 
scholars,  divided  into  12  male  classes,  16  female, 
1  male  and  2  female  Bible-classes,  and  the  infant 
school. 
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The  Anniversary  was  held  January  15th;  the 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rector,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Claxton,  D.D.,  of  the  Divinity 
School,  West  Philadelphia.  The  text,  ‘‘Believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be 
saved,”  Acts  xvi.  31,  w^as  printed  on  a  scroll, 

i  ' 

and  the  scroll  supported  by  Christmas-trees  on 
each  side  of  the  pulpit,  and  surmounted  by  a 
star  of  gas  jets,  with  an  emblem  below  it,  of 
an  anchor  of  white  flowers,  surrounded  by  bou¬ 
quets  of  natural  flowers,  sent  up  by  each  class 
with  the  missionary  offerings,  mottoes,  and  texjts. 
The  sermon  by  the  Rector  was  listened  to  with 
marked  attention,  and  the  singing,  as  usua,!, 
formed  a  delightful  feature  of  this  happy  occasion. 
Let  us  hope  that  it  may  have  proved  a  precious 
day  to  us  all. 

“  0,  teachers,  toil  for  Jesus 
I  As  ne’er  you  toiled  before, 

I  That  each  may  bear  a  precious  sheaf 

To  yonder  shining  shore.” 

lAnnual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday-School 
I  Association  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant. 

Receipts. 

I 

:  To  cash  on  hand  March  31,  1870,  .  .  $94  42 

j  “  received  as  dues  of  members,  .  30  00 

“  contributed  towards  the  de¬ 
frayal  of  the  expenses  of  the 
music  of  the  Sunday-school, 
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To  cash  being  the  Anniversay  OiFerings 

of  the  Sunday-schools,  .  $545  92 
“  contributed  to  the  Children’s 

American  Church  Missionary 
Society,  .  .  .  .  20  00 

••  being  two  collections  received 

of  Mr.  Robert  Reed,  Trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Benevolent  Fund 
of  the  Parish,  .  .  .  117  02 

“  received  as  interest  on  deposits 

made  in  the  P.  S.  F.,  .  .  8  50 

contributed  towards  the  de¬ 
frayal  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Anniversary,  .  .  .  39  00 

$892  86 

Payments. 

By  cash  paid  Messrs.  Broadbent  &  Phil¬ 
lips,  for  photographs  of  the 
Chancel  of  the  Church,  .  $6  00 

“  appropriated  to  the  Children’s 
American  Church  Missionary 
Society,  ....  104  79 

paid  the  Chorister  of  the  Sun¬ 
day-school,  .  .  .  .  25  00 

appropriated  to  the  Little  Wan¬ 
derer’s  Home,  .  .  .  52  00 
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By  cash  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
of  Books  for  the  Episcopal 
Hospital,  .  .  ^ 

appropriated  for  the  purchase 
of  Books  for  the  Sunday- 
school  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Xoakes, 
‘‘  appropriated  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 

^  Griffith,  of  Kansas, 

appropriated  to  the  Miss.  Dept, 
of  the  American  S.  S.  Union, 

appropriated  to  the  Evang'elical 
Education  Society, 

appropriated  to  the  Indian's 
Hope,  .  .  .  ^ 

appropriated  to  the  Zenana  Mis¬ 
sion,  ... 

paid  the  American  S.  S.  Union 
for  books,  &c., 

paid  for  expenses  of  the  Anni¬ 
versary,  .  .  ^ 

being  balance  on  hand. 


$34  13 

25  00 

25  00 

150  00 

100  00 

50  00 

25  00 

174  15 

39  00 
82  79 


$892  8G 

Albert  C.  Abrams,  Treasurer, 

•hilad’a,  April  1, 1871. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  THE  DOEOAS 

SOCIETY. 


OPFICEES. 

President,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Murray, 

Vice-President,  Mrs.  George  Boyd. 
Treasurer,  Miss  Amelia  C.  Bisbing. 
Secretary,  Miss  R.  B.  Richards. 

The  Dorcas  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  on 

the  iTth  November,  ISIO. 

Since  that  time  we  have  had  thirteen  meetings 

with  an  average  attendance  of  seven  members. 

Forty-eight  and  a  half  yards  of  calico  have  been 
donated  by  a  member  of  the  Parish,  also  various 
articles  by  others,  and  15  dollars  in  money.  Given 
out,  5T  yards  of  calico,  16|  yards  Canton  flannel, 
and  15  J  yards  of  muslin.  The  garments  have  beet 
cut  out,  and  in  many  instances  made  by  the  recipi- 

Every  two  weeks  a  meeting,  styled  the  Brand 
Society  of  the  Dorcas,  has  been  held  in  the  even 
ing  in  one  of  the  lower  rooms  of  the  church,  n 
order  to  make  up  clothing  for  a  missionary’s  famil 

in  a  western  field. 

The  average  attendance  has  been  12  members. 
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Two  boxes  have  been  sent  to  two  of  our  mis¬ 
sionaries,  containing  comfortable  clothing,  most 
of  the  articles  of  which  were  made  by  this 
Society. 

Miss  R.  B.  Richards, 

Secretary. 

•  % 

Miss  A.  C.  Bisbing,  Treasurer ^  in  account  with  the 
Dorcas  Society  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant. 

April  2lst^  1871.  Dr. 

To  balance  in  Treasury  as  per  last  report,  $6  30 
subscriptions  and  donations,  .  .  71  24 

“  collection  from  the  Church,  .  .  51  95 

$129  49 

Dr. 

By  cash  paid  Price  &  Wood  for  materials. 


as  per  bill,  ....  $25  52 
paid  E.  A.  Pue,  for  materials,  as 


per  bill,  .... 

.  20 

72 

“  paid  Wanamaker  &  Brown 

for 

overcoat. 

.  15 

00 

“  paid  M.  L.  Bisbing  for  shoes. 

,  .  19 

95 

paid  sundry  small  accounts. 

.  15 

03 

By  balance  in  Treasurer's  hands. 

.  33 

27 

$129 

49 

To  balance  in  Treasury, 

.  $33 

27 

KEPOKT  OF  THE  SEWING  SCHOOL. 


^  OFFICERS. 

Miss  Gertrude  A.  C^<arkson,  Superintendent. 

Miss  Louise  S.  Birch,  Treasurer. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Simon,  Secretary. 

On  the  fifth  of  November,  1870,  our  school  was 
re-opened  with  ten  teachers  and  fifty-two  scholars, 
and  continued  to  meet  every  Saturday  afternoon 
until  April  29th,  1871  ;  closing  with  fifteen  teach¬ 
ers  and  one  hundred  scholars. 

During  the  session  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
garments  were  made  by  the  scholars,  and  given  to 
such  as  merited  them  by  industry  and  good  con¬ 
duct. 

Mary  A.  Simon, 

Secretary. 

Miss  Louise  S.  Birch,  Treasurer^  in  account  with 
the  Sewing  School  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant. 

May  l5/,  1871.  Dr. 

To  balance  in  Treasury,  as  per  last  report,  $J5  55 
To  donations, .  54  27 


$69  82 


121 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Pennell  &  Co.,  .  .  .  $12  00 

“  paid  for  sundry  articles,  .  .  18  29 

“  paid  expenses  of  Festival,  .  27  33 

By  balance  in  Treasurer’s  hands,  .  .  12  20 


$69  ^ 

To  balance  in  Treasury,  ....  $12  20 


o 


BENEVOLENT  FUND. 


Receipts. 

Balance  from  last  report,  .  .  $112  18 

Collections  and  contributions,  .  660  31 

-  $112  49 

Payments. 

For  Parish  purposes,  .  .$112  18 

Convention  Fund,  .  .  *70  93 

“  American  Church  Mission¬ 


ary  Society  for  Life  Mem¬ 
bership  of  Rev.  Charles 


E.  Murray,  Rector, 

100 

00 

Evangelical  Education  So¬ 

ciety,  .... 

118 

60 

Episcopal  Hospital,  . 

95 

75 

Rev.  Mr.  Jope,  . 

18 

25 

Sunday-School  Associa’n, 

180 

27* 

Dorcas  Society, 

51 

95 

-  $747  93 

—————  i 

Balance  on  hand,  .....  $24  56  - 

—  k 
< 

Robert  Reed,  j 
Treasurer.  \ 

i 

I 

*  Including  $63  25  for  Library  in  Mr.  Abrams’  last  report.  ' 


EEPOET  or  ACCOUNTING  VAEDEN. 

For  the  year  ending  March  1,  1871. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  during  the 
lext  year  the  pew  rents  will  probably  be  sufiScient 
-o  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  church,  with 
he  exception  of  the  ground-rent.  I  estimate  the 
■eceipts  from  pew  rents,  during  the  next  year,  at 
ibout  $5000,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  about 
54950. 


Receipts. 


^rom  Pew  Rents,  .  .  .  $4,903  28 

Less  discount  for 

prompt  payment,  .  201  83 

“  Collections  for  Parish  purposes,  . 
‘‘  ‘‘  Convention  Fund, 

Donations  for  repairing  windows 
broken  by  the  hail-storm.  May 

8th,  1870, . 

“  Donations  for  Music,  . 

Proceeds  of  Course  of  Lectures,  . 


$4,701  45 
112  18 
70  93 


577  00 
142  37 
4G6  97 


Total  Receipts,  .  .  .  $6,070  90 
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Payments. 

Salary  of  Rector,  .....  $2,500  00 
Pulpit  supplies  in  the  Rector’s  absence,  40  00 

Salary  of  Sexton,  .....  600  00 

Ground  Rent,  $850  ;  premium  on  silver, 

$64;  on  gold,  $11  05,  .  .  .  025  05 

Music — Organist,  $241  66;  Singers, 

$495  83  ;  care  of  Organ,  $50  ;  Organ 
Rlower,  $50 ;  Music  Books,  $22  37,  .  859  86 

Insurance,  $80  ;  Interest  on  Bonds,  $90;  170  00 

Coal,  $196  25;  Gas,  $127  76,  .  .  324  01  y 

Convention  Fund,  .  .  .  .  60  00 

Repairs  to  Church  Building — Ventila-  ^ 

tor,  ,$19  55;  Roof,  $5  88;  Plaster-  t 

ing,  SIO  10,  .  .  .  .  ■  .  35  53^ 

Repairs  to  Furnaces,  .  .  .  .  94  25 

“  Gas  Fixtures,  .  .  .  5  35 

“  Churchyard,  Paving,  Sod¬ 
ding,  &c.,  .  .  .  16  40 

“  Windows,  Glass  and  Glazing, 

$309  68;  Sash  Cord,  &c.,  * 

$12  50  .  .  .  .  322  isf 

Cocoa  Matting  for  Stairs  and  Vestibule,  114  75^ 

Wire  Guards  for  the  Windows,  .  .  217  85' 

#  j 

Water  Rent,  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  75 

Annual  Subscription  to  Philadelphia 

Library  Company,  .  .  .  .  .5  00 
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Printing  Annual  Report,  $40  ;  Receipts, 

$15;  Circulars,  (fee.,  $8,  .  .  .  $63  00 

Incidental  Expenses,  .  .  .  54  65 

Total  expenses  for  the  year,  .  $6,413  63 
To  which  add  the  amount  due  the  Ac¬ 
counting  Warden,  March  1st,  1870,  .  1,633  92 

8,047  55 

Deduct  receipts, .  6,070  90 

Balance  due  the  Accounting  Warden, 

March  1st,  1871,  ....  $1,976  65 


Besides  the  cash  receipts  the  following  dona¬ 
tions  have  been  received  during  the  year,  viz. : 
The  two  Gas  Lamps  in  front  of  the  Church  ;  the 
additions  to  the  Pulpit,  and  the  Reading  Desk  for 
use  in  front  of  the  Pulpit. 
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THE  SINKING  FUND. 


The  amount  in  the  Sinking  Fund,  March 

1st,  1870,  was,  .....  $1,721  95 
The  amount  received  during  the  year,  .  323  50 

Making  the  amount  now  in  this  Fund,  .  $2,045  45 


It  is  expected  that  the  April  receipts  will  enable 
me  to  pay  off  the  Funded  Debt,  and  leave  our 
Chureli  free  of  all  debt,  except  the  principal  of  the 
ground  rent.  This  ground  rent  is  in  three  parts, 
namely : 

One  of  $2,833  33  Interest  payable  in  gold. 

5,666  67  ‘‘  silver. 

“  5,666  67  silver. 

Total,  $14,166  67 


I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of 
starting  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  this  amount, 
the  money  received  to  be  placed  at  interest,  and 
these  amounts  paid  as  soon  as  we  have  the  means. 

James  A.  Kirkpatrick, 

Accounting  Warden. 


I 

I 


i 

i 


1  i 

I 

SUMMARY  OF  EEOEIPTS. 


Receipts,  as  exhibited  in  Accounting 


Warden's  Report,  .  .  .  . 

$6,070  90 

Receipts 

as  exhibited  in  Sinking  Fund, 

323 

50 

u 

of  Sunday-School  Association, 

798 

44 

u 

of  Communion  Fund, 

305 

26 

c 

of  Benevolent  Fund,  exclusive 

of  items  incorporated  in 

above  reports. 

296 

93 

a 

of  Dorcas  Society,  . 

71 

24 

u 

of  Sewing  School,  . 

54 

27 

$7,920  54 


As  the  fiscal  year  ends  March  1st,  1871,  the 
amount  of  the  Easter  Collection,  $1,272,  is  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  above  summary.  C.  E.  M. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The  preceding  statements  show  that  we 
have  beeen  favored,  during  the  past  year,  with 
more  than  our  usual  prosperity.  Our  list  of 
Communicants  has  been  increased,  and  wo 
have  been  able  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the 
various  religious  and  charitable  objects  which 
have  heretofore  received  our  assistance. 

I  rejoice  to  state  that  my  remarks,  contained 
in  my  last  report,  with  regard  to  the  compara¬ 
tively  small  attendance  at  our  Wednesday 
evening  Lecture  has  been  kindly  received  and 
acted  upon,  as  is  evident  from  the  increased 
interest  and  enlarged  attendance  upon  this 
service  during  the  past  winter. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  learn,  from  the 
report  of  the  Accounting  Warden,  that  the 
income  of  the  Church  is  steadily  increasing, 
so  that  it  is  expected  that  the  receipts  of  the 
coming  year  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  or¬ 
dinary  expenses,  with  the  exception  of  the 
ground  rent  of  $850.  It  would  give  me  very 
great  pleasure  if  some  means  could  be  devised 
to  meet  this  item  of  expense  without  having 
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to  resort  to  fairs,  festivals,  etc.,  for  this  pur- 
ipose.  It  may  also  be  stated,  as  a  matter  of 
thankfulness,  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
i  Church,  in  the  form  of  a  deficiency  amounting 
jto  SI, 976  65,  is  in  process  of  liqnidation,  the 
! amount  of  the  Easter  collection  for  this  object 
I  was  $1,272,  leaving  a  balance  of  $694  65  of 
I  indebtedness.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  work 
so  nobly  and  liberally  begun,  will  be  consum- 
I  mated  during  the  present  year.  I  have  nothing 
I  but  words  of  praise  for  the  prompt  and  gener¬ 
ous  manner  in  which  the  Congregation  has 
responded  to  the  appeals  that  have  been  made 
to  them;  the  extra  expense,  caused  by  the 
damage  done  to  the  Church  by  the  great  hail 
storm  of  May  8th,  1870,  was  most  willingly 
met  by  a  collection  of  $577.  The  course  of 
interesting  and  instructive  lectures,  gratuitously 
delivered  by  several  of  our  eminent  physicians 

and  philanthropists,  was  liberally  supported, 

* 

and  netted  the  sum  of  $466  97.  The  amount 
of  the  Easter  Collection  was,  as  before  stated, 
$1,272,  making  the  sum  of  $2,315  97,  con¬ 
tributed  during  the  year,  in  addition  to  the 
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ordinary  collections  for  charitable  and  benevo¬ 
lent  objects.  It  might  thus  be  supposed  that 
we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves 
and  rest  content ;  but  the  cause  of  Christ  is 
not  stationary,  its  calls  for  aid  are  progressive, 
and  while  the  means  are  afforded  for  meeting 
increasing  demands,  the  followers  of  Christ 
should  never  be  satisfied  with  their  past  stand¬ 
ard  of  liberality  and  attainment.  Apart  from 
the  before  mentioned  deficiency  of  SG94  G5, 
the  only  indebtedness  remaining  will  be  the 
principal  of  the  ground  rent,  amounting  to 
814, IGG  G7.  I  would  most  earnesty  commend 
to  your  sincere  and  prayerful  consideration  the 
following  plan  which,  with  God’s  blessing,  will 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  enable  us  to  re¬ 
move  this  incumbrance,  and  to  say  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Apostolic  injunction,  we  “  owe 
no  man  anything.”  Do  not  fear  that  I  am 
about  to  make  any  urgent  appeal,  least  of  all, 
any  personal  appeal  to  the  liberality  which  I 
have  heretofore  so  often  invoked  with  such 
gratifying  success.  My  plan  is  this :  Let  re¬ 
newed  interest  be  taken  in  the  Sinking  Fund  ; 
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for  the  past  few  years  the  contributions  to  this 
fund  have  largely  decreased,  because,  as  I  sup¬ 
pose,  we  thought  the  object  for  which  it  was 
originated  (the  payment  of  the  floating  debt) 
was  nearly  accomplished.  Let  the  interest  in 
this  fund  be  revived ;  let  it  be  set  apart  for  the 
specific  object  of  paying  ofi*  the  principal  of  the 
ground  rent.  Special  collections  for  the  same 
object  may  be  taken  in  the  Church  occasion¬ 
ally  during  the  year,  the  whole  amount  ob¬ 
tained  therefrom  to  be  invested  in  safe  securi¬ 
ties  which,  by  accruing  interest,  would  increase 
from  year  to  year.  My  brethren,  I  ask  for 
this  plan  your  goodwill,  your  prayers,  and  your 
contributions.  May  I  not  properly  ask  that 
every  person  in  the  Congregation  will  feel  it 
his  duty  and  privilege  henceforth  to  increase 
his  contribution,  and  to  continue  to  give  such 
a  sum  as  his  heart  shall  prompt,  cheerfully  and 
regularly,  until  this  work  shall  be  consum¬ 
mated.  It  is  a  good  work,  and  a  great  work, 
worthy  to  be  accomplished,  worthy  of  strenu¬ 
ous  and  persistent  efibrt  to  bring  it  about. 

If  we  do  our  duty  as  unto  Grod ;  if  we  will 
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have  the  faith  aud  the  love  and  the  liberality 
to  do  thus  much — and  oh,  how  little  after  all 
is  it  for  our  dear  Church,  around  which  are 
centered  so  many  fond  and  touching  associa¬ 
tions,  for  the  honor  of  our  God  and  the  glory 
of  His  kingdom — sooner  or  later  we  shall  suc¬ 
ceed.  We  would  start,  then,  the  rivulet  which 
will,  in  the  course  of  time,  swell  into  the  over¬ 
flowing  stream ;  we  would  make  a  beginning 
towards  this  most  desirable  end ;  we  would  in¬ 
voke  upon  it  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church. 

We  are  not  so  sanguine  as  to  expect  that 
.there  will  not  be  obstacles,  difficulties,  and  dis¬ 
couragements  in  such  a  work  as  this,  in  such 
times  as  these,  running  through  a  period  of 
years,  but  whatever  they  may  be,  I  feel  con¬ 
fident  that  your  love  and  liberality  will  be  en¬ 
larged,  and  that  God  will  complete  the  work 
which  He  has  begun,  and  will  not  refuse  to 
"ive  us  His  blessin". 

“  o 

At  our  last  Confirmation,  seven  of  the  nine 
candidates  were,  or  had  been,  scholars  in  our 
Sunday-school ;  this  certainly  should  afford 
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our  teacliers  encouragement  to  persevere  in 
their  work  and  labour  of  love. 

But  yet,  alas !  how  few  are  the  instances  of 
a  hopeful  change  of  heart  among  our  scholars 
compared  with  the  number  of  those  who  re¬ 
main  apparently  indifferent  and  unprofited; 
especially  in  the  male  department  with  how 
very  few  cases  of  real  and  abiding  spiritual 
interest  are  we  enconrasred. 

While  we  thank  Grod  for  the  measure  of  His 
blessing  which  we  have  enjoyed,  we  have 
abundant  cause  to  humble  ourselves  in  His 
sight,  and  to  supplicate  an  increased  outpour¬ 
ing  of  His  grace.  We  are  not  straitened  in 
Him,  we  are  straitened  in  ourselves.  Still  we 
should  not  be  discouraged  though  the  imme¬ 
diate  manifestations  of  success  should  not  ba 
so  numerous  as  we  had  hoped  for. 

Many  a  parent’s  heart  is  gladdened  beyond 
measure,  at  the  dying  bedside  of  his  child,  be¬ 
cause  at  that  hour  he  has  given  some  signs  of 
interest  in  that  Saviour  concerning  whom  he 
had  been  faithfully,  although  it  may  have 
seemed  at  the  time,  vainly  instructed  in  our 
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Sunday-school.  Frequent,  too,  are  the  instan¬ 
ces  in  which,  during  maturer  years,  the  seed 
of  the  word,  planted  by  a  faithful  teacher  in 
childhood,  springs  up  and  bears  abundant 
fruit. 

The  work  of  our  Dorcas  Society  has  been 
carried  on  with  increased  energy  and  efficiency. 
Not  only  have  the  calls  for  aid  which  our  own 
people  have  made  upon  this  Association  been 
promptly  and  fully  met,  but  the  hearts  of  some 
of  our  Western  Missionaries  and  their  families 
have  been  made  glad  by  liberal  contributions 
ro  their  necessities.  And  if  the  satisfaction, 
arising  from  the  knowledge  that  we  have  been 
instrumental  in  adding  to  the  comfort  and 
strengthening  the  hearts  of  our  earnest,  self- 
denying  Missionaries,  who  are  willingly  en¬ 
during  hardship  and  privation  for  Christ  and 
His  cause,  is  in  itself  a  sufficient  reward,  apart 
from  the  enlargement  of  soul  resulting  from 
an  act  of  pure  benevolence,  then  I  am  sure 
that  we  will  all  feel  abundantly  repaid  for  what 
we  have  done,  as  we  read  the  following  ac¬ 
knowledgments,  from  two  of  our  most  earnest 
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and  successful  labourers  in  our  Master^s  Vine¬ 
yard,  “  far  out  upon  the  prairie/^ 

Iowa,  January  30th ^  1871. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Bro.  ; — 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  to  you  and  your 
dear  kind  people,  the  gratitude  of  the  Missionary 
and  his  family,  for  the  very  valuable  box  of  cloth¬ 
ing,  etc.,  which  arrived  this  p.  m.  Every  article  of 
which  it  was  made  up,  is  the  very  thing  we  needed. 
If  we  had  been  requested  to  specify,  in  the  minutest 
manner  possible,  what  we  needed  most,  we  could 
not,  I  imagine,  have  come  as  near.  May  heaven’s 
choicest  blessings  be  the  portion  of  each  of  the 
kind  donors,  God  bless  them  all.  I  shall,  God 
helping  me,  go  forth  stronger  than  ever  to  the 
work  assigned  me,  convinced  that  the  promise  of 
the  Master  has  been  literally  fulfilled  in  my  case, 
“Dwell  in  the  land  and  be  doing  good,  and  verily 
thou  shalt  be  fed.”  Accept,  my  dear  brother,  for 
yourself  and  flock,  the  thanks  of  my  family  and 
myself  from  our  heart  of  hearts.  As  I  said  at  the 
commencement,  words  fail  me  ;  I  am  sure  you  will, 
minister  and  people,  accept,  instead  of  words,  the 
silent  eloquence  of  grateful  hearts,  who  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  merit  your  confidence  by  a  renewed 
consecration  of  ourselves  to  the  work  and  service 
of  our  adorable  Redeemer. 
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To  all  the  parishoners  of  the  Church  of  the 
Covenant  (beautiful  name),  on  behalf  of  me  and 
mine,  I  return  my  heartfelt  thanks,  and  beg  leave 
to  subscribe  myself  their  much  obliged  servant  in 
the  Gospel. 

T.  B.  K. 

Kansas,  May^  1871. 

Rev.  AND  Dear  Bro.  : — 

The  box  came  here  in  safety  some  days  before 
the  arrival  of  your  letter.  We  are  very  gratefel 
for  this  generous  assistance.  It  will  help  to  re¬ 
lieve  our  anxities,  and  add  much  to  our  comfort. 
Here,  where  articles  of  this  kind  are  so  expensive, 
its  value  is  greater  than  in  the  East.  It  has  an 
additional  interest  for  us,  in  the  fact  that  it  came 
from  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  with  which 
there  are,  in  our  minds,  many  pleasant  associa¬ 
tions.  The  comforting  truths  of  the  Gospel  which 
have  been  unceasingly  proclaimed  in  its  pulpit, 
are  also  heard  here  on  these  Western  prairies,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  has  blessed  them  to  the  conversion 
of  souls,  and  the  gathering  into  the  Saviour's  king¬ 
dom  many  of  those  who  were  like  sheep  without 
a  shepherd. 

We  trace  this  contribution  to  our  comfort  up  to 
the  fountain  head  of  all  our  mercies.  It  comes  to 
us  from  Him  who  answers  prayer,  and  whose  love 
prompts  His  people  to  such  kind  and  thoughtful 
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deeds.  And  we  will  tell  Him  how  considerate  you 
and  your  people  have  been  towards  us,  and  He 
will,  in  His  own  time  and  way,  reward  you.  We 
thank  you  most  gratefully  for  this  assistance,  and 
pray  that  our  Heavenly  Father  may  bestow  abund¬ 
ant  blessings  upon  you,  and  all  who  “  stand  up  for 
Jesus.” 

Your  obliged  and  grateful  friend, 

A.  B. 

I  I  earnestly  hope  that  a  much  larger  number 
!of  the  ladies  of  the  Church  will  next  winter 
share  with  this  Association  the  blessedness  re- 

I 

suiting  from  this  truly  benevolent  work;  for 
we  feel  confident  that  this  work  is  acceptable 
and  well-pleasing  in  His  sight  who  said,  “  It 
is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.^^ 

In  conlusion,  “  The  foundation  of  God 
standeth  sure,  having  this  seal.  The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  His.^^  Though  some 
of  our  churches  are  resounding  with  miserable 
quarrels,  like  the  Temple  of  Judaism  in  the 
days  of  its  decline,  yet  in  eras  of  deepest  de¬ 
fection  God  has  His  faithful  ones  who  refuse 
to  worship  the  image  of  the  beast,  and  keep 
themselves  unspotted  from  the  world. 


138 


In  ages  of  sorest  trial  and  persecution,  His 
witnesses  still  prophesy ;  the  line  of  saints  who 
keep  the  testimony  of  Jesus  is  never  broken, 
the  election  of  grace  still  goes  on  seeking  ever 
to  embrace  all  kindreds  and  tongues.  Let  us 
then  look  above  the  clouds  which  may  be 
gathering  in  blackness  around  us,  to  Him  who 
sitteth  above  them,  and  to  whom  all  power  is 
given  in  Heaven  and  in  earth.  He  is  the  Lord 
of  all.  He  is  the  disposer  of  all  events.  The 
government  is  on  His  shoulders.  The  Father 
has  given  all  things  into  His  hands.  The  king¬ 
doms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ,  and  He  shall 
reign  for  ever  and  ever.  Delightful  prospect^ 
cheering  anticipation.  That  it  may  be  given 
us  all  to  aid  in  its  approach  by  exerting  our¬ 
selves  in  the  service  of  Him  by  whom  it  is 
introduced,  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  Friend  and  Pastor, 

% 

Charles  E.  Murray. 
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